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Last year the Chamber of Commerce 
along with Charlotteõs Antiques 
sponsored OKTOBERFEST 
for the þrst time ever on 
Sunday, Oct. 10 at 969 Main 
Street.  As in any chamber 
event, the volunteers once 
again played a major role 
in insuring the eventõs 
success.  The festivities kicked 
off at 8 a.m. and lasted until 5 p.m. 
The food was terriþc featuring 
delicious brats from òCheers,ó great 
steak sandwiches from òHunters 
Steakhouse,ó ice-cold root beer ÿoats 
from òColdstone Creamery,õ breads 
and pastries from Dudleyõs Bakery, 
espresso from Ciao Bella, kettle corn 
by òEnchantmentó and great Mexican 
dishes from El Guadalajara.

The were numerous classic cars 
from movies and TV series such as 
òSmokey and the Bandit,ó Steven 
Kingõs òChristine,ó Dukes of Hazard 
òGeneral Lee, ò Gotham City Police 
Car from òBatmanó and many more.  
The òStarz Carsó were made possible 
by coordination of Ramonaõs own 
òMuscle Car Manó Tony Montegna of 
Main Street Auto.

The festival featured an old 

fashion beer garden sponsored by 
Karl Strauss Brewery.  Wine tasting 
and bottled wines were also on sale 

from Pamo Valley Vineyards and 
Winery, Salerno Winery, and 
Ramona Vintners. Traditional 
OKTOBERFEST music was 
provided throughout the day 

by Bavarian-style accordion 
players and piped in background 
music.

There was a wide selection of items 
on sale featuring antiques 
(and an onsite appraiser), 
candles, books, þne 
leather products, 
toys, jewelry, and a 
Halloween pumpkin 
patch, sponsored 
by Albertsonõs of 
Ramona.

The festival 
drew well over 
1000 people and 
received many 
positive comments 
from visitors encouraging the fall 
OKTOBERFEST theme to become an 
annual event.  Special thanks to the 
OKTOBERFEST Committee, Dave 
and Carol Lechner (Lechner Business 

Solutions), Tom and Karen McKenzie 
(Silhouette Studio) and the Ramona 
Chamber of Commerce Directors and 
Ambassadors for all of their time and 
effort making this such a successful 
event.

This year the event will be held at 
1450 Main Street, Sept. 30 and Oct. 
1.  We expect to have all of last yearõs 
participants return along with many 
more. We expect to have over 80 
vendors (craft, antiques, commercial), 
live music for both days, a bigger 

and more spacious beer and wine 
garden, and a bigger selection 

of þne food including 
the famous òCheers 

Brats.ó
Vendor rental for 

two days is only 
$120, you canõt go 
down the hill or 

up the mountain 
to þnd a better deal.  

This year the venue 
is located right on main 

street, so watch upcoming 
announcements about this growing 
event
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Since last June, 
the Chamber 
has seen many 
new challenges 
and taken on a 
new role within 
the community.  

We have become 
the ofþcial information center for 
Ramona.  We received county funds 
supported by Supervisor Diane 
Jacob to help transition the Chamber 
into this role and make major 
improvements to our main street 
presence.  

Adding an additional role to the 
Chamber requires that we stand tall 
for the additional tasking.  Therefore, 
we will start opening the Chamber 
on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  We 
hope by doing this we can further 
òpromoteó Ramona.  

We have also accomplished 
something else within the last year.  
We have increased our membership 
by 30%.  Thatõs correct as of the date 
of this newsletter we have gained 
101 new business members.  You 
the membership of this Chamber of 
Commerce have done this.  There 
is an increased participation in 
community events, networking 
attendance, and positive attitude 
towards the business growth in the 
community of Ramona.

As we swing into a busy event 
season with Rotary Fireworks on the 
4th of July, the Country Fair August 
3-6, and OKTOBERFEST Sept. 30 and 
Oct. 1 please enjoy the festivities and 
of course enjoy Ramona!

Jeff Ruland
President

      

Letter from the President

Event season is upon us and we 
look forward to seeing everyone 
at the upcoming mixer hosted by 
R.A.E. Automotive and Main Street 
Auto Care. The date is July 20 
and the location is R.A.E, 415 9th 
Street, Ramona.  Aug. 3 - 6 features 
the Ramona Country Fair; lots of 
vendors and entertainment are 
scheduled this year, along with a 
community appreciation night. Sept. 

30 - Oct. 1 features Oktoberfest at 
1450 Main Street.  This is the second 
year for Oktoberfest and the þrst 
ever two day event. We have live 
bands and traditional Bavarian 
musicians scheduled along with 
many vendors, great food and classic 
and antique cars. Donõt miss out on 
these upcoming events.  We look 
forward to seeing you at all of these 
community gatherings.  

Chamber notes from Mac...

Traci Lopez has been selected as 
our newest employee. She started on 
Monday, June 26.  Traciõs hours will be 
12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Monday, 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Thursday, 12:30 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday 9 

a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Traciõs Saturday schedule supports 

the Chamberõs role as an òinformation 
centeró for Ramona.

Drop by and say hello.

I would like to thank Ramona 
Disposal for being this yearõs Main 
Event Sponsor for Oktoberfest.  
Ramona Disposal is always willing 
to support the many Ramona 

Community Events and this year with 
their major contribution to support 
Oktoberfest, we are able to add many 
new attractions.  Thank you Ramona 
Disposal.




